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Moreland City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin 
Nation as the traditional custodians of the lands and waterways in the area now known 
as Moreland, and pays respect to their Elders past, present, and emerging, as well as to 
all First Peoples’ communities who significantly contribute to the life of the area.
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Moreland Open Streets

In Moreland, our streets belong to everyone who walks, 
rides, plays and drives. We want more children to feel 
safe, confident and able to walk or ride around their 
local neighbourhoods, and by 2030 we are aiming 
for 80% of all trips to our schools to be made via 
sustainable forms of transport; whether this be by 
foot, bike, scooter or public transport.

In 2021 we launched the Ride & Stride pilot, a new 
program delivering tailored behaviour change initiatives 
to increase walking and riding to school. As part of 
Ride & Stride, we want to test, monitor and evaluate 
projects that provide children with safe, healthy and 
equal access to our streets.
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What are Open Streets?

An Open Street is a street beside a school open to 
walking and riding during school start and finish 
times, without car traffic.

As part of our Ride & Stride program and 
partnering with 2 local primary schools and 
Bicycle Network, we piloted 3 of Australia’s 
first Open Streets in March, November and 
December 2021.

Modelled off the popular ‘School Streets’ initiative 
commonplace in England, the trials involved 
either multi-day or week-long timed openings to 
walking, riding and scooting during school drop-
off and pick-up times on the street outside the 
school gates, restricting through car traffic.

Open Streets can work to:

 » Improve road safety for all, especially school 
children

 » Enable healthier journeys to school through 
encouraging physical activity on the school run

 » Promote independent mobility of children

 » Improve air quality for children around the school 
gates due to reduced vehicle idling

 » Reduce dangerous driving and parking outside 
school gates

 » Encourage less cars on the school run, creating 
calmer streets for everyone

 » Create opportunities for people to experience 
street space that encourages community 
connection and spaces for play.
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Across our three Moreland Open Streets trials:

82%  of parents agreed 
or strongly agreed that children 
could walk and ride safely within 
the Open Street areas

Car traffic down

on some neighbouring streets 
compared to a normal school day

74%

20% average increase in bike riding

20% average decrease in driving

90% of parents and local 
residents want to see Open Streets 
continue at their school

 53% Daily

 17% Weekly

 10% Never

 17% Monthly

 3% Yearly

170 
cars left at 
home across 
the three trials

of students walked, rode 
or scooted to school

77% 95%

77%

71%

Highest Day

Lowest Day

Average
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What we did Accessibility

Engagement, feedback 
and monitoring

Moreland Council and Bicycle Network staff worked 
closely with each school through meetings with the 
principal, Ride & Stride champion teachers and school 
parent committee members in advance of the trials. 
Neighbouring schools and businesses were contacted 
and invited to notify Council of any assistance we 
could provide in ensuring accessibility was considered 
for their students /customers.

All residents on the Open Street and any connecting 
neighbouring streets received notification of the event 
and details on where to find more information or 
provide feedback two weeks prior, as well as a thank 
you letter and invitation to provide feedback after the 
trials.

Parents were notified and invited to provide feedback 
two weeks prior to each event via the school’s online 
notification platform. Feedback was collected from 
parents, residents, school staff and students pre, 
during and post-trial through letter drops, on the day 
surveying and online posts.

Hands-Up surveys were conducted in school during 
the trial days to assess how students travelled. Car 
traffic counts were conducted on streets surrounding 
both schools pre, during and post the November/
December trials to assess the traffic impacts of the 
trials on the surrounding road network. Additional 
speed and vehicle path tracing analysis was 
conducted at Coburg North Primary using Bicycle 
Networks AIRS monitoring.

The first Open Streets trial was at Brunswick East 
Primary School in March 2021. We partnered with 
Bicycle Network and opened up a small section of 
Stewart Street to walking and riding, without cars, 
at drop-off and pick-up times over 3 Fridays.

Our second and third Open Streets trials ran in 
November and December 2021. We partnered with 
Bicycle Network and Coburg North Primary School to 
open Bishop Street over 2 Fridays. We also trialled a 
second Open Street at Brunswick East Primary School 
over a week, run by Council and the school.

Between 8.15-9.15am and 3.15-4.15pm on trial 
days we engaged professional traffic management 
staff to operate all entrances to the Open Streets area 
and allow safe passage of people walking, riding and 
scooting through the zone. Staff also safely escorted 
any cars that needed access within the Open Streets 
zones (such as residents or accessibility parking permit 
holders). For the trials partnered with Bicycle Network, 
a range of on street games and play equipment for 
students was provided on the street. For the second 
week-long trial at Brunswick East, we engaged a local 
Brunswick artist to paint temporary chalk art and 
activities on the street to create an interactive play 
space without the use of physical infrastructure.

All other streets around the school apart from the 
Open Street remained accessible to cars. To minimise 
impacts on residents, anyone living within the Open 
Streets zone was provided with a physical permit to 
present to traffic management staff to gain vehicle 
entry or exit from their property if needed, escorted 
by a traffic marshal. Any students, teachers, or carers 
that required disability access via car were also 
provided permits. Maps of alternative drop-off areas 
for families that needed to drive were provided online 
in advance of each trial, with suggested walking and 
riding routes from the drop off points to the school 
gates.
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65%

1/2

&

of families that drive live 
within a 15 minute ride of the 
school gates (under 3kms)

say they are wanting to 
switch to more active modes 
of travel with their children

The average distance families 
live from Brunswick East Primary 
and Coburg North Primary

1.2km

5 minute ride

15 minute walk

When we asked students 
how they want to travel...

57% want to ride

26% want to walk

5.5% want to be driven

40%
of students are 
usually driven to 
these schools

On average

Pre-Trial Stats
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Open Streets trials

Brunswick East Primary 
piloted our first Open Street 
over 3 Fridays in March, the 
final day coinciding with 
National Ride2School Day. 
The school had reported 
multiple issues with 
congestion and dangerous 
parking on Stewart Street. 
With 3 in 5 families at the 
school already travelling 
actively, they were keen to 
prioritise safe, healthy street 
space to support these 
journeys and encourage 
others to consider healthier 
school run options.

A variety of activities 
were held over the 3 days, 
including obstacle courses 
and street chalking, with 
street vendors, smoothie 
bikes and bike repair 
stations for the final morning 
celebration for Ride2School 
Day.

Brunswick East Primary School

3-Day Open Street
Friday 5th, 12th & 19th March 2021

Stewart Street, Brunswick East

TRIAL 1

Top stats

91%  of all Brunswick 
East Primary School families 
live  within a 15 minute ride 
from school (3kms)

On a normal day,

of students travel 
actively to Brunswick 
East Primary School

61%

61% of families 
that usually drive live 
within a 15 minute ride

98% of 
parents want to 
see Open Streets 
regularly in the 
future

65% daily

11% monthly

18% weekly

4% yearly

91% agreed or 
strongly agreed that 
children could walk /
ride safely within the 
Open Street

95% 
travelled 
actively on 
the final day

24% increase 
on baseline active 
travel rate

85% of 
students walked, 
rode or scooted 
to school over the 
three trial days
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Average satisfaction rating of 4.61 
out of 5 by respondents.

Parents who typically drove their 
children to school also showed 
overwhelming support, with 47% 
responding that Stewart Street should 
be an Open Street during drop off/pick 
up every day of the school week.

100% of survey respondents stated 
they intend to travel actively to school 
at least once a week with their child in 
the future as a result of the trial.

*430 students attend Brunswick East Primary School. 114 survey responses from online and postcard surveys were collected pre, 
during and post trial. Traffic surveying was not conducted for the first trial.

 
A great event, the kids loved it! ”
– Parent

 
It’s encouraged me to be more proactive 
with time management in the morning. I can 
definitely ride with the kids if I make the effort.”
– Parent

 
Some parents are usually quite fearful of 
teaching their kids to ride to school on roads 
and footpaths, but if we can actually build kids’ 
confidence and enable them to walk and ride 
to school, maybe that will alleviate some of the 
pressure on the parents.”
– Principal, Brunswick East Primary

Other key findings
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Open Streets trials

Coburg North Primary were 
selected to trial our second 
Open Street, as one of our 2 
pilot Ride & Stride schools.
The school has a history of 
congestion and parking issues 
on Bishop St and Jersey St 
and were wanting to look at 
ways to reduce car traffic and 
improve road safety on these 
narrow streets.

Working with Bicycle 
Network, we opened Bishop 
Street to walking and riding 
over 2 Fridays, providing 
students safe space to get to 
and from school, along with 
a range of games, obstacle 
courses and street chalking 
activities.

2-Day Open Street
Friday 26th Nov & Friday 3rd Dec 2021

Coburg North Primary School
Bishop Street, Coburg North

TRIAL 2

Top stats

93%  of all Coburg 
North Primary School families 
live  within a 15 minute ride 
from school (3kms)

On a normal day,

of students travel 
actively to Coburg 
North Primary School

54%

70% of families 
that usually drive live 
within a 15 minute ride

91% of parents surveyed 
were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the Open Streets trial

97% of children gave 
a ‘positive’ or ‘very positive’ 
response when asked if they 
liked the street being Open

19% increase 
on baseline active 
travel rate

82% of 
parents & residents 
want to see Open 
Streets regularly in 
the future

27% daily

29% monthly

24% weekly

2% yearly

73% of 
students walked, 
rode or scooted 
to school over the 
two trial days
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72% of parents indicated that the streets 
surrounding the school were usually either always 
or very frequently congested with car traffic during 
normal school drop off/pick up (Bishop, Jersey and 
O’Hea Streets).

64% of parents and residents agreed or strongly 
agreed that children could walk/ride safely within 
the Open Street.

54% of families surveyed that usually drive every 
day indicated they want to travel more actively 
following the trial.

275% increase in bikes using the O’Hea St shared 
path and crossing from the baseline survey to the 
final Open Street day.

*580 students attend Coburg North Primary School. A total of 142 survey responses were received from online & letter box surveys 
sent to approximately 400 families & 60 residents. We received 1 resident complaint prior to the event and on the first trial day 
(phone call, and then an in-person conversation) and 3 parent complaints (2 prior to the event via emails to school principal, and 1 in 
person on the first morning). Complaints mostly concerned traffic displacement, gate opening times and resident movements through 
the Open Street zone. Gates were opened earlier to accommodate a longer drop off time, car traffic monitoring was conducted on 
all neighbouring streets pre/during trials and the play area was condensed within the Open street to allow for closer supervision of 
children. We had planned a third Open Street trial for the 10th Dec, however due to COVID-19 disruptions we unfortunately needed 
to cancel the final day.

Total car traffic on adjacent streets around the 
school showed an aggregate increase of only 
2 vehicles over Open Streets days between 
8:15 - 9:15am compared to baseline, indicating 
traffic was not disproportionately displaced to 
other streets. We did see a slight increase in car 
traffic on neighbouring Jersey St over trial days 
(33 more vehicles between 8.15 - 9.15am on trial 
days vs baseline), however attendance rates at 
school also increased by 25% over the trial days 
due to easing COVID-19 restrictions.

 
Thanks for being 
brave enough to 
try this out. It was 
heaps of fun, felt so 
safe, and I hope it 
becomes normal.”
- Parent

 
It was really great to see 
everyone using the space 
that is usually taken up/
blocked by cars being used 
in such a positive, healthy 
and low carbon way.”
- Parent

 
I am so pleased that CNPS is taking part in 
this initiative. My children have had many 
close calls over the years, with cars reversing 
and nearly hitting them on Bishop Street. 
Thank you for trying to make it safer for 
them when travelling to school.”
- Parent

Other key findings
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Open Streets trials

After their first successful 
trial in March, the school 
community were keen to 
explore a more normalised, 
day-to-day version of Open 
Streets. Without physical 
games or street stalls within 
the space, this second trial 
more closely resembled how 
a ‘School Street’ operates 
in the UK and provided an 
opportunity for families to 
experience a simpler, less 
event-like Open Street to 
see how it fit with their daily 
school run.

Week-long Open Street
Mon 29th Nov – Fri 3rd Dec 2021

Brunswick East Primary School
Stewart Street, Brunswick East

TRIAL 3

Top stats

14% 
increase  on 
baseline active 
travel rate

91%  of all Brunswick 
East Primary School families 
live  within a 15 minute ride 
from school (3kms)

On a normal day,

of students travel 
actively to Brunswick 
East Primary School

61%

61% of families 
that usually drive live 
within a 15 minute ride

89% agreed or strongly 
agreed that children could walk /
ride safely within the Open Street

67% residents agreed or 
strongly agreed that children could 
walk /ride safely within the Open Street

92% of 
parents want to 
see Open Streets 
regularly in the future

70% daily

12% monthly
10% weekly

63% of 
residents want to 
see Open Streets 
regularly in the future

27% daily

18% monthly
18% weekly

75% of 
students walked, 
rode or scooted 
to school over the 
week long trial
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Bold and very positive 
initiative by Council 
 - should be every 
school day.”

- Parent

 
I support any initiative 
to make our streets safer 
for children to travel 
independently. Raising 
citizen awareness about 
child safety on streets and 
footpaths is so important.”

– Parent

 
It’s a great initiative. As 
a nearby resident, I fully 
support it and love seeing 
the kids making their way 
into school without the 
congestion and near misses 
that car traffic brings.”

- Resident

Car traffic at the intersection of Stewart St/Orari 
Ave, just bordering the Open Street zone, was down 
74% over the Open Streets days compared to usual 
school days. At neighbouring Nicholson St/Clarence 
St intersection, traffic volumes were down 8% during 
the afternoon Open Street times, and remained 
steady in the morning, indicating traffic was not 
disproportionately displaced to other streets.

*430 students attend Brunswick East Primary School. A total of 85 survey responses were received from online & letter box surveys 
sent to approximately 315 families & 225 residents. We received 2 resident complaints (1 email requesting the event be cancelled and 
1 phone call after the first morning concerning increased travel time accessing residence). We also received one staff complaint 
(1 email on the last day of trial, concerned about chalk games drawn on street).

85% parents indicated that Stewart Street 
was either always or very frequently congested 
with car traffic during normal school drop off /pick up.

84.5% parents were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the Open Streets trial.

50% residents were very satisfied with the 
Open Streets trial.

On an impact scale of 1 to 10, most people said 
the Open Street made their journey easier than usual 
1 (My journey will be much more difficult) to 10 (My journey will be 
much easier) Average response – 6.85

94.3% parents support or strongly support 
street changes that prioritise children’s safe and 
independent active mobility.

Other key findings
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Open Streets trials

As part of our Ride & Stride 
program, Moreland City 
Council are exploring how 
to progress the Open Streets 
initiative. Based on school 
and community feedback, 
we are currently exploring 
the following as we plan 
the program’s next steps:

 » Continue to support additional walking and riding activities as part 
of the Ride & Stride program with each school in conjunction with 
delivering Open Streets trials, ensuring parents and families feel 
confident and able to switch to more active forms of travel.

 » Work closely with staff and children at each school to inform the design 
of Open Street trials and ensure broader support of the program.

 » Investigate wider notification in the lead-up and during the events 
to notify those travelling through the area with on-street signage, 
banners, lamp-post wraps.

 » Ensure residents understand reasons for the trials and the 
associated exemptions over the trial period through provision of clear 
communication materials and appropriate opportunity for feedback.

 » Review existing transport infrastructure and signage around the school 
in advance of an Open Street trial to inform other street improvements.

 » Where necessary, consider more than one street for the Open 
Streets program at select schools to mitigate against any car traffic 
displacement issues outside alternative school gates.

 » Investigate options on how to deliver Open Streets beyond trials.

The delivery of the Open Streets trials would not have been possible 
without the support and partnership of Bicycle Network, Brunswick East 
Primary School and Coburg North Primary School.

For more information on Moreland’s Open Streets Program, please visit

 morelandzerocarbon.org.au/travel-smart /ride-and-stride /

Next steps
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http://morelandzerocarbon.org.au/travel-smart/ride-and-stride/
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